
 

 

Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 
Get involved!  

 
 

Being part of Australasian Women in Emergencies Day can show your 
organisation's commitment to gender equity and help recognise and 

celebrate the women you work with.   
 
 
October 10 is Australasian Women in Emergencies Day, a day to recognise and 
celebrate women in emergencies and disaster resilience. 
 
It is marked by a range of activities to recognise and celebrate women including: 

• Australasian Women in Emergencies Day Forum 
• Messages of support from organisations, leaders and peers 
• Local events  
• Fundraising campaign  
• Communications /promotional campaign 

 
By participating in Australasian Women in Emergencies Day, your organisation can 
demonstrate its commitment to gender equity and help recognise and celebrate the 
women in your organisation.  
 
This document outlines how you can get involved in Australasian Women in 
Emergencies Day by: 
 

• Promoting the day within your organisation and across your networks 

• Donating to support women in the sector 

• Attending the Australasian Women in Emergencies Day Forum 

• Sending messages of support 

• Hosting a staff event  

 

https://www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/


 

On this Australasian Women in Emergencies Day, a huge shout out to the women who make 
such a massive contribution to keeping our communities safe. I have the privilege of working 
with, leading, and being led by some truly amazing women in the NSW State Emergency 
Service and benefit enormously from their knowledge, skills and perspectives - thank you. 

Steve Patterson, Chief Superintendent, NSW State Emergency Service 
Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 2021 

 
 
In the lead up 10 October, we encourage organisations to do all or some of the following: 
 
 

Promote 
 

• Promote Australasian Women in Emergencies Day within your organisation 
Save the date in your organisation-wide calendar and share this link to the 
Australasian Women in Emergencies Day webpage with your staff: 
 
www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/ 
 

• Promote Australasian Women in Emergencies Day across your networks 
Promote Australasian Women in Emergencies Day via your social media pages, 
newsletters and other channels. You can access our Communications Kit here: 
 
www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/ 
 

 
Today is Australasian Women in Emergencies day. I want to take time to recognise the 
incredible contribution women play in assisting communities prepare, respond and recover 
from emergencies. We all know the sector has seen a LOT in the last couple of years and I 
am always in awe of the resilience and leadership on display by women in our sector and our 
communities. Whether you have a formal or informal role, whether you have been involved 
in EM for five minutes or your whole career, THANKYOU!! 

Melissa Pexton, State Recovery Controller, WA Dept Fire and Emergency Services 
Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 2021 

 
 

Donate 
 

• Donate to AWE  
The Australasian Women in Emergencies Network (AWE) supports its members with 
free programs including newsletters, scholarships, a mentoring program, forums and 
events, and Australasian Women in Emergencies Day.  
 
By donating to AWE you can help us continue our existing programs and expand our 
offerings to include professional development, an awards program, sponsored 
conference places and research: 
 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/australasian-women-in-emergencies-network 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/nswses/
http://www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/
http://www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/australasian-women-in-emergencies-network


 

Attend 
 

• Attend the Australasian Women in Emergencies Day Forum 
On 10 October, AWE will host a free online Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 
Forum. The Forum will feature keynote speakers and a panel conversation. It will also 
share the messages of support from the sector.  
 
The Forum is a great way to share the recognition and celebration of women in the 
sector. Register online to attend, and make sure you share this information with your 
colleagues: 
 
https://www.awenetwork.org.au/event/awe-day-forum/  
 

This Australasian Women in Emergencies Day, we pay tribute to the thousands of Red Cross 
women and non-binary people in our region who volunteer and work in emergency 
management and disaster resilience. And we recognise and thank women and non-binary 
folk everywhere who support people and communities to better prevent, prepare for, 
response to, and recovery from disasters. 

Australian Red Cross 
Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 2021 

 
 

Send 
 

• Send social media or video messages of support 
A key feature of Australasian Women in Emergencies Day are messages of support 
from organisations, leaders, peers, and others in the emergency management sector. 
 
These messages help to recognise and celebrate women in the emergency and 
disaster resilience sector.  
 
Messages are compiled and played during the Australasian Women in Emergencies 
Day Forum and may also be featured on our website and social media pages.  
We encourage leaders within your organisation to send messages that recognise and 
celebrate women in emergencies and disasters. Access our Messages of Support 
guide here: 
 
www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/ 
 
 

Host 
 

• Host a staff event 
On 10 October, we encourage you to host a staff event such as a morning or 
afternoon tea to recognise and celebrate the women working in your organisation. 
Don’t forget to take a photo and share it using the hashtag #womeninemergencies.  
 
We hope that you will take this opportunity to celebrate the incredible work of 
women within your organisation and the wider sector. 

 

https://www.awenetwork.org.au/event/awe-day-forum/
http://www.awenetwork.org.au/awe-day/


 

 
Today is Australasian Women in Emergencies Day. Across Victoria, women perform vital 
emergency management roles and contribute diverse skills and experience to the sector. 
Please join me in thanking them for their hard work and dedication. The more women who 
join our sector, the stronger we will be. Today I challenge all our leaders to not only 
celebrate the women in their teams, but to consider how they can encourage more women 
to join us.  A great place to start is by connecting with the Australasian Women in 
Emergencies Network. 

Andrew Crisp, Emergency Management Commissioner (Vic) 
Australasian Women in Emergencies Day 2021 

 

 

 

 
About AWE 
 
The Australasian Women in Emergencies Network (AWE) promotes, supports and recognises 
women in emergencies and disaster resilience.  
 
AWE has more than 1600 members from across Australasia who work, volunteer or study in 
emergency services, community and not-for-profit organisations, governments and 
agencies, universities and schools, and private businesses and organisations. 
 
AWE is entirely volunteer run. We provide our members with a range of free capacity 
building programs including newsletters, scholarships, a mentoring program, forums and 
events. 
 
AWE convenes Australasian Women in Emergencies Day each year. 
 

 
www.awenetwork.org.au 

 
info@awenetwork.org.au 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/australasian-women-in-emergencies-network/
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