
Promoting, supporting and recognising the contributions of women in emergency 
management and disaster resilience across Australasia.

AWE Newsletter - December 2021

Welcome to the December 2021 AWE Newsletter

It's almost the end of another year and what a year it's been!

2021 has been another demanding year for the emergency management and disaster resilience sector. 
We’ve continued to grapple with the COVID-19 pandemic and have also provided a range of planning, 
preparation, response, relief and recovery services for a host of other emergencies including bushfires, 

floods, storms, earthquakes, cyclones, and other events right across Australasia.

We pay our gratitude to all AWE members and all women who have played roles in these events.

As Melissa Pexton, State Recovery Controller at the WA Department of Fire and Emergency Services, 
posted on Australasian Women in Emergencies Day:

We all know the sector has seen a LOT in the last couple of years and I am always in awe of the 
resilience and leadership on display by women in our sector and our communities. Whether you have a 

formal or informal role, whether you have been involved in EM for five minutes or your whole career, 
THANKYOU!!

We'd love to celebrate the year with you and AWE has a range of end-of-year events lined up including in-
person and online opportunities. Check out our Events section below for more information. 

We’re taking a break over January - the next edition of the AWE Newsletter will be February 2022.

AWE News

AWE in 2021 
2021 has been an AWEsome year for AWE and its members. Here is just some of what AWE has 
achieved:

Events
Hosted a vast range of events including:
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Australasian Women in Emergencies Day events
A range of International Women’s Day events including the AWE International Leadership Panel Session
Other International Women’s Day events in partnership with the Emergency Services Foundation 
More than 10 national events
More than 20 Chapter events
10 AWEsome Conversations with a range of guest speakers

Communications
Published monthly AWE Newsletters with a range of news, resources and links relating to gender, 
emergencies and other related topics
Maintained strong social media presence
Updated our website
Introduced a new blog series

Mentoring
Registered a range of new mentors and mentees
Facilitated and supported a range of new mentoring relationships 

Scholarships
Awarded two Philippa Woolf Scholarships in partnership with ACIM 

Partnerships
Became a member of the Australian Gender Equity Council
Established partnership with the Australasian Institute of Emergency Services
Established partnership with International Association of Emergency Managers (Oceania)
Jointly signed on to major advertisement by the Climate Council and Emergency Leaders for Climate 
Action to urgently address climate change
Maintained our partnerships and alliances with AFAC, AIDR, ESF and others

Presentations
Presented and participated at a range of forums including:
Global Access Partners’ 10th Annual Economic Summit GAP/IIER-A National Resilience Project Report
Fire to Flourish/MUDRI Growing Community-Led Disaster Resilience Community Forum

Australasian Women in Emergencies Day
Convened the inaugural Australasian Women in Emergencies Day to recognise and celebrate the 
contributions of women to emergency management and disaster resilience.

All of this has been achieved by a group of extraordinary, dedicated and hardworking volunteers – thank 
you to each and every one! 

We’re very proud of AWE and all that it has achieved in 2021 to promote, support and recognise women 
in emergencies, and we’re looking forward to an even bigger and better 2022!

AWE AGM 
The 2021 AWE AGM was held on 1 December. This was the second AGM since the AWE Network was 
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registered as an incorporated Association. Members endorsed the minutes of the previous AGM, elected 
officers of the organisation and the ordinary members of the committee, and received and considered the 
annual (financial) statement of the organisation. Many thanks to those members who attended. 

New Committee Members
We are thrilled to announce our new Committee as elected at the AGM:
President        Bridget Tehan
Vice President          Jaimee Morgenbesser
Secretary         Kath Cooney
Treasurer         Jeanene Howard 
General Member    Zoe D’Arcy
General Member             Lisa Marie Jackson
General Member    Amanda Lamont
General Member    Alicia Palmer
General Member    Bethany Roberts

A huge shout-out and thanks to  our co-founder Amanda who has stepped aside as Vice President. 
Amanda's vision, drive and ambassadorial skills have helped shape AWE to be the success it is today. 
We're pleased to announce that Amanda will remain on the Committee, continuing her AWEsome work 
with us.

The Committee is looking forward to working together to help promote, support and recognise the 
contribution of women in emergencies and disaster resilience. Congratulations to all Committee members 
both continuing and new! 

New partnerships
We are pleased to announce two new partnership with Australian Institute of Emergency Services 
(AIES) and International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Oceania which will see us 
cooperating to enhance emergency management at all levels.

AWE Inspiring

'What we are learning around the world is that if women are healthy and educated, their families 
will flourish. If women are free from violence, their families will flourish. If women have a chance to 
work and earn as full and equal partners in society, their families will flourish. And when families 

flourish, communities and nations do as well.'

Hilary Clinton

AWE Events
AWE events are a great way to learn about and get to know other women in the emergency management 
and disaster resilience sectors. Keep an eye on our calendar of events for forthcoming events.If you've got 
a great idea for an event, know someone who would be a great speaker, or just want to get involved, 
email us! 
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December AWE Social Networking Event

Join us for the final AWE Online Social Networking event of the Year

Friday 10 December 5.00pm AEDT

Members from around Australia and New Zealand are invited to join us for a celebration of each other and 
all we contribute in the world of emergency management and disaster resilience.

This will be a great opportunity to meet others in an informal, online environment. We may organise a 
surprise for everyone as well...!

More information here. 

End of year events

Celebrate the end of the year with fellow AWE Members!

Queensland
End of year drinks and tapas
5pm Tuesday 14 December
Shorehouse, 118 The Strand, Townsville
RSVP aliciaduddy@hotmail.com no later than 7 December to reserve your seat!

Victoria
End of year breakfast
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8am Thursday 9 December
Cafe Ecco, 8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne. Website
RSVP Amanda Lamont or 0407 696 300
Let's celebrate where it all started!

Victoria 
End of year breakfast
8am Tuesday 14 December
Hutch & Co, 251 Main Street Lilydale
RSVP Amanda Lamont at 0407 696 300 by Friday 10 December
We hope to see you there!

New Zealand
End of year catch up
4 - 4.45pm (NZ time) Tuesday 14 December
Via Zoom
Please contact Jolie for for more details
See you there!

After a great conversation at the November AWE Conversation Series on Climate Change, a lot of interest 
was shown in establishing a new AWE Chapter, Australasian Women in Emergencies for Climate Action. 
Many attendees expressed interest in joining and supporting this. If you are interested and have ideas, 

please email Amanda Lamont at amanda@amandalamont.com.

More information on this new chapter will be shared soon, and we already have some great ideas about 
how we can contribute to effective, sustainable and meaningful action against climate change, which has 

and will continue to greatly impact our disaster and emergency management sector.

Click here to watch the AWE November Conversation with Amanda.

Don't forget you can watch all our past Conversations. Check our webpage for more details. 

AWE Chapter Updates

AWE NSW

Thanks Nicole!
AWE would like to thank Nicole Hogan for stepping into the role of AWE NSW Chapter Lead during what 
proved to be a very busy time for Nicole's role as Assistant Commissioner SES NSW. With flooding 
across NSW likely to continue for at least the next three months, Nicole felt as State 
Commander, undertaking business as usual and her home responsibilities that she would not have 
enough time to commit to AWE. Nicole will catch up with us when the weather settles so we can check in 
on her, and learn from her experience.

Welcome Kylie!
We're excited to welcome our new AWE NSW Chapter Lead, Kylie Ledger. Kylie is a Training Officer with 
NSW Rural Fire Service, First Aid Trainer with Royal Lifesaving Service NSW, academic at the UNiversity 
of Newcastle, and volunteers as Senior Deputy Captain with Darlinghurst Rural Fire Brigade and 
as volunteer trainer/assessor at NSW Rural Fire Service. You can contact Kylie here. 

AWE QLD

End of year drinks
Celebrate the end of 2021 with AWE members and friends!
Join us for after work drinks and tapas in Townsville.
5pm Tuesday 14 December
Shorehouse, 118 The Strand, Townsville
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RSVP aliciaduddy@hotmail.com no later than 7 December to reserve your seat!

Jaimee and Alicia

AWE VIC

End of year breakfast Lilydale
If you live or work in Melbourne’s Outer East, join us for a breakfast
8am Tuesday 14 December
Hutch & Co, 251 Main Street Lilydale
RSVP Amanda Lamont at 0407 696 300 by Friday 10 December
Come along and celebrate the end of another crazy year!

End of Year Social Breakfast CBD
Join us at an end of year breakfast in Melbourne.
8am Thursday 9 December
Cafe Ecco, 8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne. Website
RSVP Amanda Lamont or 0407 696 300
We hope to see you there!

Amanda

AWE NZ

Kia ora koutou NZ AWE whānau,
It's so hard to believe it's December already. We know our Auckland AWE friends will be on the 
countdown to being able to travel within Aotearoa to see friends and family this festive season - so well 
deserved.
We all have much to be proud of given everything that we've endured this year, so we invite you to join us 
to celebrate the closing of the year for a very informal virtual coffee/wine. Make sure you pop this in your 
calendar.

End of year online catch up
4 - 4.45pm (NZ time) Tuesday 14 December
Via Zoom
Please email Jolie for more details
Can't wait to see you then!

Noho ora mai - Jolie and Elizabeth 

News, resources and opportunities 

Parliamentary workplace review: The Australian Human Rights Commission's Review into 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Workplaces paints an embarrassing and damaging picture for our lead 
democratic institution. The lack of strong leadership and clear standards and accountability for misconduct 
must be replaced with something in which a safe and respectful workplace culture is the baseline 
standard. It's the least we should expect from our federal parliament. 

NSW first female police commissioner: Karen Webb, who has served in the NSW police force for 34 
years, has been appointed as the next NSW Police Commissioner, and will be the first woman to lead 
Australia’s largest police force in NSW’s history. Karen Webb has said one of her key focuses as 
Commissioner will be on victims of crime, especially those who have been impacted by child abuse, 
sexual assault, and domestic violence.

Women’s voices still not heard in the media: A new WILA report, 2021 Women for Media Report,
shows that men’s voices continue to dominate the space in news stories. Men’s voices are 
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overrepresented in all categories including disasters and accidents, where men provide 67 per cent of 
quotes with women providing just 33 per cent. 

Challenging media stereotypes: UN Women, the United Nations entity for gender equality and Women’s 
Empowerment, has launched the Australian chapter of the Unstereotype Alliance, as part of a global 
coalition to tackle harmful stereotypes in advertising and media content.

Strong Female Leads: A new book, Strong Female Lead by Arwa Mahdawi, provides a response to the 
woeful inadequacy of male leadership, and an investigation into the qualities demonstrated by the female 
leaders showing us how it should be done. Including original research and interviews with Madeleine 
Albright, Mary Robinson, Alicia Garza, and many others.

Free trauma training: Prepare yourself and your team for the upcoming disaster season by enrolling in a 
Psychological First Aid (PFA) or Trauma-informed Care (TIC) course run by Phoenix Australia, affiliated 
with the University of Melbourne. Please access the following course registration links, and apply the 
coupon code at registration for free access to each course: PFA for Emergency Services Managers
Coupon code ESPFA100 and TIC for Emergency Services Staff and Volunteers Coupon code ESTIC100 

Resilient Australia Awards: Join AIDR for the 2021 Resilient Australia Awards from the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in Melbourne, live via Zoom, on 8 December. Details here.  Lots of great projects have been 
shortlisted including ReCap which is designed to support strengths-based, holistic and inclusive recovery 
approaches. ReCap was led largely by women including AWE members Professor Lisa Gibbs, Phoebe 
Quinn and Emily Campbell.

AFAC22 and ADRC 2022 abstracts now open: Abstracts are open for the Australian Disaster Resilience 
Conference 2022. The program committee invites abstracts that showcase advances in disaster resilience 
and risk reduction practice and thinking through case studies, analysis, good practice models, applied 
research, collaborative partnerships, and stories of lived experience. AFAC22 will explore how an 
inclusive approach across emergency management agencies, is integral to reducing risk and fostering 
resilience now and into the future – submit your abstract here.

Recovery Leadership Summer Intensive: Hummingly’s virtual Recovery Leadership Summer Intensive
draws on the leadership, expertise, knowledge and experience of over 100 disaster recovery leaders from 
around the world. Find out more here.

Emergency services, mental health, and diversity : The current edition of the Journal of the Australian 
Institute of Emergency Services features some great articles on mental health, the role pf paramedics in 
COVID-19 and diversity and inclusion in the emergency services.  

Retired or retiring from an emergency service organisation?: ESF’s latest newsletter outlines a new 
project to better support retirees who have experienced a distressing work-related event that has deeply 
affected them or who have probable PTSD. The Well Beyond project aims to guide the sector with a 
pioneering, evidence informed approach to supporting people to holistically prepare for and transition to 
retirement. 

Job Opportunities

ACT
Assistant Commissioner Operations, ACT Emergency Services Agency
Assistant Director - Natural Hazards and Impacts, Geoscience Australia  

NSW
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Resilience and Emergency Management Coordinator, Hawkesbury City Council  
Regional Emergency Management Officer, New South Wales Police Force

QLD
Emergency Management Operations Officer, Townsville City Council 
Senior Program Officer Volunteer Capability and Sustainability, Queensland Fire and Emergency 
Services  

SA
Manager Emergency Management & Hazard Planning, South Australian State Emergency Service
Media & Public Relations Officer, Emergency Services

TAS 
Assistant Director, Department of Police, Fire and Emergency Management
Planning Coordinator, Department of Health

VIC
Executive Officer - Emergency Manager, Yarra Ranges Council  
Emergency Management Projects Coordinator, Yarra Ranges Council 

WA
Manager Community Safety & Emergency Management, City of Wanneroo  
Manager Strategic Volunteer and Youth Programs, Department of Fire and Emergency Services  

NZ
Trainer, Fire and Emergency New Zealand
Emergency Management Advisor, Canterbury District Health Board 

Other Events

March 2022   Lessons Management Forum - AFAC/AIDR 

March 2022   Resilient Australia Awards - NRRA/AIDR (applications open)

July 2022    Disaster & Emergency Management Conference - ANZDMC

August 2022     AFAC22 - AFAC/Deutsche Messe/IFE/AIDR

Newsletter contributions

The AWE Newsletter is published monthly and is distributed to almost 1600 AWE members across 
Australasia. For contributions, queries or to let us know what you would like to see in the newsletter, 
please email us at info@awenetwork.org.au.

About AWE
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The Australasian Women in Emergencies Network (AWE) promotes, supports and 
recognises the contributions of women in emergency management and disaster 

resilience across Australasia.

www.awenetwork.org.au
info@awenetwork.org.au

To become an AWE member, please click here.

AWE badges are available from our shop.

AWE acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which we work, and pays our respect to 

Elders, past, present and emerging.

Please click here for an AWE membership application.

Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram 

Email us at info@awenetwork.org.au
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